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Who was Schacht? What sort of a part did he play?
People who claim to know him well see in him the actual
evil spirit of Germany, the man in the background who is
really answerable for all her ills. They describe him as
insanely ambitious and a complete cynic.

In the case of a man like Hjalmar Schacht, president of
the Reichsbank and economic dictator of the Third Reich
during the rearmament phase, "ambition" explains nothing.
There is a mystery about this"gauberer," as he is called, this
"sorcerer." No one will attempt to deny that he is a man of
immense ability. But no one will be able to overlook the
unscrupulousness of his methods* It need cause no surprise
to find him a despiser not only of the misera plebs but of the
respectable middle class with its inherited opinions and
prejudices. But was he really of the type of the evil and
reckless gambler, who is ready to sacrifice all else to his
personal aggrandizement?

In any case, he was a man apart, unique, solitary, without
followers or any coterie of partisans. Schacht had no friends,
only enemies. That seems to me to be something in his
favour- He had to regard as enemies not only the Nazis but
the middle-class nationalists and the remains of the first
German democracy, the parties and cliques who proposed
when Hitler had fallen to begin again where they had had to
leave off in 1932-33*

Schacht concealed his own opinions beneath a cloud of
cynical dicta, of which not one deserves to be regarded as
anything but the particular subtlety considered by him at
the moment to be suited to his particular purpose. Many of
these bans mots are thoroughly malicious, and they plainly
reveal a pleasure in mystification. In these Schacht reminds
me of the intriguing bishop in Ibsen's The Pretenders,

**We can get rid of Hitler at any time/5 he said abroad
shortly before the war, to the perplexity of hearers who were
beginning to regard Hitler as a great man. A rather naive
acquaintance urged Schacht to take over the leadership of
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